oun'tuin Climber Faces New Kind of Climb

By Nancy Burkhart

eorge McLeod has climbed Colorado’s Fourteener
Gmade an assault on Mount Everest and has been

honored by royalty for saving lives. Now, at the
age of 80, he heroically is facing a new climb with aplomb

Although McLeod has Alzheimers, he is upbeat and en
couraging with his fellow residents at Senior Housing Op-
tion’s Park Hill Residence, 1901 Eudora St. He loves to te
tales about his mountain climbing exploits and show off
the memorabilia treasures that fill his room.

McLeod started his exploration adventures as an 18-
year-old lad in Scotland, where he taught mountaineering.
He took a geologist and a surveyor rock climbing. They
were scheduled to take off for Antarctica, and McLeod de-
cided to join them. He spent a total of seven years in the
Antarctic in three stints of two, two and three years.

In Antarctica, McLeod was based at Fossil Bluff, on the
Antarctic Peninsula closest to South America, an area wher
rock literally is plastered with fossils, he said. There, his
group laid out a depot, and McLeod started getting to
know the sled dogs and penguins.

" “The only way to get around was by dog team,” he ex-
plained. “We didn't have snowmobiles then. The dogs
were safer to run, but one of them might fall through the
ice. That was the scariest part of the whole show. If one
falls, they all stop and you can rescue the one who fell.

“You don't tie up the puppies,” he said. “You take meat
bars with you. They know it and will follow you. The

George McLeod in his room at Senior Housing Options in Park Hill is surrounde

d by mementos of his adventures, only way to keep them out of trouble was to hit them with
including a medal for bravery from Queen Elizabeth. snowballs.”
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McLeod remembers reading a book while he sat next to a
huge stack of snowballs. Besides the puppies, he would throw
snowballs at skewer birds who stole penguin eggs.

“The penguins’ only enemy is in water, except the skewer
who eats penguin eggs,” he explained. “I would throw snow-
balls at the skewer when it landed.”

McLeod recalls that they would use
dog sleds to take four months’ worth of
food supplies to Fossil Bluff. If the food
ran out before they did a return trip,
they could eat seal and penguin eggs.

Although he never had driven a dog
sled before, McLeod
became familiar with
the method of trans-
portation, and later
even joined the com-
petition in the
Alaskan Iditarod.

“I didn’t do well,”
McLeod said of his
Iditarod perform-
ance. “There’s no
excuse. If you know
your dogs for even a
month, they will run
for you. But, [
didn’t even know .
their names. Idid-
n't mind. I would
sing my head off. I
would yodel.”

While McLeod
was in Antarctica,
he was called on to
save the lives of
three of his co-
workers.

“It truly was
basic common
sense,” McLeod McCloud in the
said. : Antarctic

Three men were
on a chunk of sea ice that broke away from
the mass to drift, leaving them on the
ocean and looking at a cold, damp death.

“I threw an axe and a rope to all of
them and told them to lie on their bellies
and wriggle across,” he said.

Queen Elizabeth II thought McLeod’s
feat was more than plain common sense.
She awarded him a medal for bravery for

McLeod, in the center of the bottom row, is shown with his colleagues

at a camp in Antarctica.

his actions.

“She said, “You brave, young fellow,” McLeod re-
membered. “And when I told her it was just common
sense, she said, ‘Don’t you dare talk back to me.”

There also is a rumor about an unruly kilt in the
presence of the queen, but that story remains uncon-
firmed, according to those closest to McLeod.

In later years, McLeod moved to Boulder, where he
continued his mountaineering career. Both his sons,
Ian and Scott, have followed in his footsteps, although
he says “Scotty is shy and often goes off in a kayak by
himself.”

Today, McLeod’s Alzheimer’s is kept stable with liv-
ing conisistency and drugs. He wears a Project Lifesaver
tracking device in case he gets lost during his wander-
ings, although he knows the neighborhood quite well and
thus far has had no difficulties, according to Iva Prinsen,
Administrator at the Park Hill Residence. )

“He’s encouraging,” Prinsen said. “He goes out and
does things. He doesn’t give up. Even though he’s got this
big challenge in life, he doesn’t give up.”

Park Hill Residence and Senior Housing Options infor-
mation can be obtained from Deborah Cameron at 303-595-
4464, extension 14.
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